PREFACE
In the meanings assigned to words there lies a very potent but often unsuspected cause of difference of ypinion. Words have in themselves clear and definite meanings, but in current use these meanings are often widened into a vagueness that deprives the word of all accuracy, or narrowed, or a totally wrong one is given. To understand a writer's ideas, it is of the first necessity to comprehend his language, and as I have endeavoured always to use a word in its right ; meaning, I would ask the reader to be sure he is doing the same.
For instance, I would refer to what 1 say about sympathy in several places. To the uncritical thinker sympathy is just feeling sorry for people, and as such an emotion has frequently little value, they condemn sympathy. It is indeed often only sentimentalism! But sympathy really means feeling not for people but with them. It means the capacity to put yourself with your power of thought, your knowledge of the other side, your freedom from their personal bias, into a similar position to theirs and analysing it, seeing what they see, feeling what they feel, and understanding it as they cannot. It is being glad with them as well as sorry.
That is sympathy, and no quality in the world is so rare. No quality is so urgently needed to correct the abuses of the world. Half our unnecessary misery is due to not being sorry when we ought; the